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IN THE CLAIMS : 

Please amend claims 1 and 10, as follows: 

1. (Currently Amended) A method of simultaneously polishing 
a plurality of fiber optic cable connectors in a polishing 
apparatus having a base with a plurality of wedge-shaped areas 
each uL which ia nf said plura lity of wedge-phaped areas being 
aligned with a corresponding nne of said plurality of fiber optic 
cable L L Himcetor connectors , comprising the steps of : 

securing the plurality of fiber optic cable connectors 
in a fixture; 

imparting a relative motion between the fixture holding 
the plurality of fiber optic cable connectors and the base of the 
polishing apparatus; and 

controlling the relative motion so that each one of the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors remains in a respective 
one of the wedge-shaped areas. 

2. (Currently Amended) A method l u i al u mlLaneoualy 
p u lijlxing a plurali L ^ of fibtii u pLi e cable tum itetoro as recited 
in claim 1, wherein said step of controlling relative motion 
conferolliuy Lhc. jrelaLluc muLiuii to impart imparts the relative 
motion in a predetermined pattern. 

3. (Currently Amended) A method of simultan e ously p o lishing 
a plurality of lib e -j. optic cable mim e ctors as recited in claim 2, 
wherein said step of controlling relative motion controlling 
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controls the relative motion such that the predetermined pattern 
is a rotating locus of motion rotating within each of the wedge- 
shaped areas. 

4. (Currently Amended) A method u l Aiutultaneuajlj » pulUliin j 
a plmality u£ fiber upLii uablu. lumi^toro as recited in claim 1, 
wherein the plurality of fiber optic cable connectors include at 
least two different types of fiber optic cable connectors. 

5. (Currently Amended) A method u l aimulLaii i uaaly p u lishing 
a plu r ality u l fiber opfc - ic. iaJ j l«- m iuieetoro as recited in claim 1, 
further comprising the steps of: 

providing polishing pads in the wedge-shaped areas; 
applying a polishing medium to the polishing pads; and 
polishing each fiber optical cable connector with the 
polishing medium and a corresponding one of the polishing pads. 

6 . (Currently Amended) A method u l ai iu ulta T ic. u u.iljf 'polishing 
a plu r ality u f r ibu- x ' optic cuLli luiimiLpra . as recited in claim 5, 
further comprising the step of : 

stopping the method if polishing is completed of the 
predetermined pattern is completed. 

7. (Currently Amended) A method u£ si m ul t aneously puliahing 
a plurality o f fibei uplii cable, luuu u ctorc as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the predetermined pattern is a figure eight. 
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8. (Currently Amended) A method e^ rt fi ml L aiic u uJily p o^tog 
a jjluialiLj u£ IlL u i aptii c able L u imcet^ as recited in claim 2, 
wherein the predetermined pattern is elliptical. 

9. (Currently Amended) A method u f ai m ul l iancouri rr-po^*^ 
tt- p ini ali L j u £ fib u x u ptic rrrb-l e conne cfcors-as recited in claim 2, 
wherein said step of controlling relative motion substantially 
prevents connector trace overlap. 

10. (Currently Amended) A method of simultaneously polishing 
a plurality of fiber optic cable connectors in a polishing 
apparatus having a base with a plurality of wedge-shaped areas 
each o £ W hich io of said plu rality of wedae- shaped areas being 
aligned with a corresponding one of said plurality of fiber optic 
cable lumiBcfcor connectors , comprising the steps of: 

securing the plurality of fiber optic cable connectors 

in a fixture; 

applying alternating polishing media of different 
abrasivity to the wedge-shaped areas; 

imparting a relative motion between the fixture holding 
the plurality of fiber optic cable connectors and the wedge-shaped 
areas ; and 

controlling the relative motion so that each of the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors remains in a respective 
one of the wedge-shaped areas. 



(Currently Amended) A method of simultarmaualy jjulijhing 
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a plmuliLj u f fifcmj. optic-^abl u uouuo ctors according to claim 10, 
wherein said step of applying alternating polishing media applies 
a first and a second polishing media having different 
absrasivities to respective ones of said plurality of wedge-shaped 



areas 



12. (Currently Amended) A method u l al u ultaue u iulj polishing 
a plamlity u f JCib iL a pfcic cabfre uormeetoro according to claim 11, 
further comprising the steps of : 

rotating the base relative to the fixture so that the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors are aligned with 
different ones of said plurality of wedge-shaped areas having 
polishing media with different abrasivities ; and 

repeating said, steps of imparting relative motion and 
said controlling the relative motion. 

13. (Currently Amended) A method of aimulLane.uui.lj/ pulijliing 
a ylmjality of fiLt-i optic cable cummetora according to claim 10, 
wherein said applying alternating polishing media applies a first, 
a second, and a third polishing media having different 
absrasivities to respective onea of said plural ity of wedge-shape 
areas . 

14. (Currently Amended) A method of simultaneously puliahing 
a plurality u£ fiber optic cable uuiui il l.Lu.l5 according to claim 13, 
further comprising the steps of : 
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rotating the base relative to the fixture so that the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors are aligned with 
different ones of said plurality of wedge-shaped areas having 
polishing media with different abrasivities; 

repeating said steps of imparting relative motion and 
said controlling the relative motion; 

rotating the base relative to the fixture so that the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors are aligned with 
different ones of said plurality of wedge-shaped areas having 
polishing media with different abrasivities; and 

repeating said steps of imparting relative motion and 
said controlling the relative motion. 

15. (Currently Amended) A method of simultaneously polishing 
a plurality of fibe r optic cabl e c onn e ctor s according to claim 10, 
wherein said applying alternating polishing media applies N 
polishing media having different absrasivities to respective 
wedge-shape areas. 

16. (Currently Amended) A method of simu - lLainLuualy jjulijhing 
a j j lua - aliLy of fiber opLic cable connectoTO according to claim 15, 
further comprising the steps of : 

rotating the base relative to the fixture so that the 
plurality of fiber optic cable connectors are aligned with 
different ones of said plurality of wedge-shaped areas having 
polishing media with different abrasivities; and 

repeating said said steps of imparting relative motion, 
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said controlling the relative motion and said rotating the base 
(N-l) times. 

17. (Currently Amended) A method ul ^imultaimuuj,ly yuliuhing 
a plurality ul fiber opLii lablc iuiui u iLoi - b according to claim 10, 
wherein the polishing media includes a polishing film and/or a 
polishing slurry. 

18. (Currently Amended) A method u l aiumltaiie.uu.il* po lishing 
a plumli L y u l Tibai optic egbfas - eonneetor p according to claim 10, 
further comprising the step of : 

providing polishing pads in the plurality of wedge- 
shaped areas, wherein said applying alternating polishing media 
applies the alternating polishing media to the polishing pads. 

19. (Currently Amended) A method f u i uu liohing fibti uptie 
L.ablc L.u mm . iLL or a as recited in claim 10, wherein the plurality of 
fiber optic cable connectors include at least two different types 
of fiber optic cable connectors. 

20. (Currently Amended) A method lui 1 polishing fibej. optic 
mUi cmin&ctora as recited in claim 10, wherein said controlling 
relative motion substantially prevents connector trace overlap. 

21. (Currently Amended) A method fos s>-i-iuulfcaneou3ly 

polishing a pluialiLy uf fibci 1 optic cablm. LuuneLluiJ, as recited 
in claim 10,. wherein said step of controlling relative motion 
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co rtx u llliu j LhL . L lati^^ii L u impart imjaarts the relative 
motion in a predetermined pattern. 

22. (Currently Amended) A method to- ^lifal i lua fiber optic 
c^ormee^ as recited, in claim 21. wherein said step__of 
controlling relative motion uunL .olling controls the relative 
motion such that the predetermined pattern is a rotating locus of 
motion rotating within each of the wedge-shapes areas. 

23. (Currently Amended) A method JTui yulLMLty Uh i iL optir 
ea blc uuimietogq as recited in claim 21, wherein the predetermined 
pattern is a figure eight. 

24. (Currently Amended) A method ^uli-ilW) a P tie 
cable Luimcctora as recited in claim 21, wherein the predetermined 
pattern is elliptical. 
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